
From:                                             Sheldrake, Beth
Sent:                                               Wednesday, January 22, 2014 11:31 AM
To:                                                  Gervais, Gregory; Fonseca, Silvina; Schweiss, Jon; Rochlin, Kevin; Fiedler, Linda
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All ‐
Just so we are all on the same page, here is the “Abstract” that went to Argonne and the “framework” sent to the Tribes from
Perciasepe.  For some reason, I am not finding a Word version of the “framework.”
 
Beth
 
 
________________________________________________________
Beth Sheldrake | Unit Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency | Region 10
Office of Environmental Cleanup
Superfund Site Cleanup Unit #1
p: 206.553.0220 | c: 206.8901827 | sheldrake.beth@epa.gov
 
 



Eastern Michaud Flats – FMC Operable Unit 

Independent Review Abstract 

Background: 

The EPA is in the process of issuing an Interim Record of Decision Amendment for the FMC 

Operable Unit at the Eastern Michaud Flats Superfund site in Pocatello, Idaho.  EPA, in its 

remedy decision process, conducted a review of technologies that could be implemented to 

address the elemental phosphorous in soil (the principal threat waste).  Based on that review and 

using CERCLA’s nine criteria, EPA determined that capping was the preferred approach.  

However, the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, a major stakeholder, favor the permanent removal of 

and/or treatment of contaminants.  The Tribes have expressed concerns regarding the previous 

review conducted on potential treatment technologies.  To address the Tribes’ concerns, EPA has 

agreed to commission an Independent Review of excavation and treatment technologies (ETT) 

for soils contaminated with elemental phosphorous to further inform the assessment of potential 

ETT.    

Purpose: 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is committed to working closely with the 

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes (Tribes) in framing and conducting this Independent Review of ETT 

for soil contaminated with elemental phosphorous. The EPA and the Tribes agree that such a 

review should be conducted by an independent, objective entity capable of assembling world-

class expertise on the subject matter.  The EPA believes, and the Tribes concur, that the Argonne 

National Laboratory (ANL) offers these attributes.  The results of this unique effort will 

ultimately supplement the extensive evaluation of treatment technologies and will be added to 

the record for the final remedy decision related to the FMC Operable Unit. 

The Review: 

The Independent Review of ETT will be conducted in one or possibly two phases.  Phase 1 is the 

subject of this abstract and will involve profiling possible ETT relative to the FMC OU.  Phase 2 

of this effort may be undertaken if the EPA, with input from the Tribes, determines that the 

results of Phase 1 merit additional evaluation. (note: The scope of Phase 2 has not yet been 

developed, however, it may include a preliminary design analysis, and identification of 

additional studies or evaluations related to implementability, effectiveness, costs, health and 

safety or other concerns.   Funding for Phase 2 has not been secured by EPA, and conducting 

Phase 2, if needed, will be dependent on available resources. Phase 2 is not included within this 

current tasking.)   

  The scope of Phase 1 will cover and include, at a minimum, the following: 

 Review Existing Information – Existing information regarding site-specific conditions, 

such as contaminant concentrations and locations will be provided to the review panel.  

No additional sampling will be commissioned or undertaken to support this review. 
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 Extent of Review – The review will be limited to identifying and profiling ETT for 

elemental phosphorous in soil (the principal threat waste) only.  Other contaminants or 

media will not be evaluated unless it is determined that they impact the efficacy of an 

ETT. 

  Technologies – The review will identify technologies (in-situ and ex-situ) from existing 

applied research, bench-scale, pilot and/or operational situations that are relevant to the 

conditions found at the FMC OU. 

 Applicability – For those ETT identified and profiled, the review will evaluate their 

applicability to the conditions found at FMC throughout the OU or any sub areas of the 

FMC OU. 

 Efficacy and Feasibility– The review will also profile the expected efficacy and 

feasibility of ETT identified and profiled, particularly in facilitating safe implementation 

given the site specific conditions at the FMC OU. 

 Risks – The review will identify and describe the expected risks associated with 

implementation of those ETT identified and profiled.  

 Costs – The review will provide cost estimates for each ETT identified and profiled.  

These estimates will include costs necessary to mitigate any risk(s) identified in the 

previous bullet. 

Product:  A detailed description of the review process and its results will be provided by the 

review panel to EPA in a draft report for review and comment followed by a final report.  EPA 

will provide the draft report to the Shoshone Bannock Tribes for their review and comment.  

Schedule:  The review process through the submittal of the draft report may take up to about six 

months following the signing of the Task Order by the EPA Project Officer.   The final report 

will be delivered about 60 days after final EPA comment and approval by the EPA Project 

Officer.  It is expected that the project will be completed within 12 months (1 calendar year) 

from the date of approval of the Task Order by the EPA Project Officer. (The Task Order will be 

reviewed and approved by EPA and DOE prior to EPA Project Officer approval.)  
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